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which there was occasionally a passable road. The elec-
tion of President by Congress was then pending, one vote
given or withheld would decide the question between Mr.
Jefferson and Mr. Burr. Mr. Bayard from Delaware held
that vote. He with other influential and leading mem-
bers went to a ball given by Mr. Law. The night was
dark and rainy, and on their attempt to return home, the
coachman lost his way, and until daybreak was driving
about this waste and broken ground and if not over-
turned into the deep gullies was momentarily in danger
of being so, an accident which would most probably have
cost some of the gentlemen their lives, and as it so
happened that the company in the coach consisted of
Mr. Bayard and three other members of Congress who
had a leading and decisive influence in this difficult
crisis of public affairs, the loss of either, might have
turned the scales, then so nicely poised. Had it been so,
and Mr. Burr been elected to the Presidency, what an
awful conflict, what civil commotions would have ensued.
Conrad's boarding house was on the south side of Cap-
itol hill and commanded an extensive and beautiful view,
It was on the top of the hill, the precipitous sides of which
were covered with grass, shrubs and trees in their wild
uncultivated state. Between the foot of the hill and the
broad Potomac extended a wide plain, through which the
Tiber wound its way. The romantic beauty of this little
stream was not then deformed by wharves or other works
of art. Its banks were shaded with tall and umbrageous
forest trees of every variety, among which the superb
Tulep-Poplar rose conspicuous; the magnolia, the azalia,
the hawthorn, the wild-rose and many other indigenous
shrubs grew beneath their shade, while violets, anemonies
and a thousand other sweet wood-flowers found shelter
among their roots, from the winter's frost and greetedalted viewsst,ingey, Dr. May and other gentlemen of the city, and was the first
